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14-07 
 
REPORT OF THE GENERAL MANAGER 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
MEETING OF JULY 27, 2007 
 
The Honorable Board of Directors 
Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation District 
 
Honorable Members: 
 
 
SPECIAL EVENT/EXPRESSIVE ACTIVITY REQUESTS 
 
Below are the dates, times and sponsoring agencies of special events and expressive activities for 
which permits have been sought.  The following applications were received since last reported to 
the Board in the July 13, 2007, Report of the General Manager: 
 
Event Date Event Title Location Type* Expected No. 

Participants 
July 29, 2007 San Francisco Marathon Bridge Roadway SE 10,000 
*  The types of permits are as follows: EX – Expressive Activity and SE – Special Event 
 
 
GOLDEN GATE TRANSIT BUS SYSTEM PERFORMANCE REPORT – MAY AND 
JUNE 2007 
 
Attached are the Golden Gate Transit Bus System Performance Reports for the months of May 
and June 2007.  These reports provide a breakdown of monthly patronage by county bus services 
(Attachment 1-2). 
 
 
RETIREMENT OF JAMES PULLEN, LANEWORKER, BRIDGE DIVISION 
 
It is my privilege to announce that Laneworker James Pullen retired on June 4, 2007, after 
twenty-one years and eight months of service with the District. 
 
Mr. Pullen joined the District as a part-time Laneworker on October 4, 1985 and became a 
regular Laneworker on October 21, 1985. 
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PRESENTATION OF THIRTY YEAR SERVICE AWARD TO NICKOLAS VARANIS, 
OPERATIONS SUPERVISOR, FERRY DIVISION  
 
We are pleased to announce that Operations Supervisor Nickolas Varanis celebrated thirty years 
of service with the District on July 1, 2007. 
 
Mr. Varanis joined the District as a Ferry Ticket Agent in July 1977 in the Ferry Transit 
Division.  He was a shop steward for the Inland Boatmen’s Union, representing the Ticket 
Agents for the Ferry Transit Division.  Mr. Varanis served as a temporary Operations Supervisor 
since February 1998, and was promoted to regular Operations Supervisor in December 2001. 
 
Prior to his employment with the District, Mr. Varanis worked as a Machinist’s Assistant for 
Qualfab Incorporated for the ship Golden Hinde L.T.D. at Fisherman’s Wharf. 
 
 
PRESENTATION OF THIRTY YEAR SERVICE AWARD TO LISA LOCATI, 
SECURITY AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST, BRIDGE DIVISION 
 
We are pleased to announce that Security and Emergency Management Specialist Lisa Locati 
celebrated thirty years of service with the District on July 11, 2007. 
 
Ms. Locati joined the District as a Lane Worker in July 1977 with the Bridge Division.  She has 
held several responsible positions with the Bridge District.  In January 1984, she was selected as 
an Acting Bridge Service Operator, and then promoted to Bridge Service Shift Supervisor in 
January 1987, and eventually promoted to Bridge Sergeant in March 1988.  In June 1992, Ms. 
Locati worked as the Acting Bridge Lieutenant until her promotion in January 1995 as Bridge 
Lieutenant.  As another testament to her increasing knowledge and dedication to service, Ms. 
Locati was promoted to her current position as Security and Emergency Management Specialist 
in October 2004.  She has received numerous letters of recognition commending her for 
outstanding performance in handling critical situations with professionalism and efficiency.  In 
addition, Ms. Locati received an Employee of the Month recognition award from her co-workers 
in January 1992.  Her steadfast and dedicated work ethic has proven to be an asset to the District. 
 
Ms. Locati has a Bachelor of Science degree from Sonoma State University and in her spare time 
enjoys running, golfing, and mountain biking. 
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EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH – JULY 2007 
 
After reviewing nominations submitted by District employees, the Employee of the Month 
Committee selected Jeff Dion, Administrative Assistant, District Division, as the Employee of 
the Month for July 2007. 
 
Mr. Dion receives this prestigious award in recognition of his diligent, proactive, and creative 
work ethics.  Mr. Dion was recognized by fellow co-workers for his efforts to create a document 
which has been extremely helpful to the Payroll Department and other employees throughout the 
District.  With Mr. Dion’s creative efforts, the Payroll Department has adopted the document and 
it is now utilized by many departments within the District.  As other co-workers have 
commented, Mr. Dion has an extremely positive attitude and a pleasant demeanor and is always 
professional even in the most challenging times during hectic work periods. 
 
Mr. Dion joined the District as an Office Specialist in the Engineering Department on February 
22, 1993, promoted to Office Specialist in Procurement and Retail in July 1998, and promoted to 
his current position in June 2004.  Prior to District employment, Mr. Dion was employed for 
various companies as a temporary office worker, as a Customer Service Representative for AKG 
Acoustics/Orban, Inc., and a Chief Sheet and Towel Washer for Valley Entrance Motel. 
 
Mr. Dion was born in Oakland and attended high school at Ashland Senior High School in 
Oregon.  Mr. Dion resides in San Francisco and in his spare time, Mr. Dion enjoys audio 
engineering and music technology, music history, music composition and general record-
collecting “dorkiness”.  Last year along with some local musicians, Mr. Dion scored and 
engineered the soundtrack to an obscure and largely unscreened independent horror movie film.  
Of special note, Mr. Dion has indicated that if not for the Bridge, he would have been forced to 
flee San Francisco years ago! 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Celia G. Kupersmith 
General Manager 
 
Attachments 
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